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Frenchman, who gave himself out for a legitimist
and an enemy of Napoleon and announced that
the latter, together with his guards, was already
returning to Paris by way of LaFert6-sous-Jouarre.
As the news received some slight corroboration,
Blucher began to look at things in a more hopeful
light:

I have had three bitter days [he wrote to his wife];
three times in the three days Napoleon attacked
me with all his forces including his guards; but he has
not attained his purpose and to-day is retreating to
Paris. To-morrow I pursue him; then both of our
armies unite and a battle before Paris will decide
everything. Don't fear that we shall be beaten; that
is out of the question unless unheard of mistakes are
made.

At the very moment Blucher himself was guilty
of an " unheard-of -mistake." The French legiti-
mist and enemy of Napoleon was almost certainly
a spy; and Blucher, as he marched his forces in the
direction of Montmirail where he had determined
to concentrate them, fell into a regular ambush.
Attacked by Napoleon with a greatly superior
force of cavalry, they fought their way back to
Etoges with terrific loss. We have it on the
authority of one who accompanied him that
Blucher himself looked "desperately grim/'

. And well he might. In less than a fortnight, in
mere skirmishes, he had lost 14.000 men, and now
his reputation as a general was in jeopardy. He